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It seems that we are now fighting Mexico for
«indemnity and security."

Every .>»<' ,11U8t see l',al ^,e lir9t '8 utterly un-

attainable. What can indemnify the nation for the
loss of the many thousand brave men whose corpses
are now festering in the chaparrals of Mexico
Will land or money do it? We cannot get them
if they will. All the valuable lands of Mexico are

private property ; and as to money, it is impossible
to get from her the tenth part of the sum required
for the daily subsistence of our armies. Will her
mines indemnify us ? Let us inquire first if they
enriched Spain during the three hundred years that
she possessed them. Will they be more profitable
to us than they were to her ?

Hut let us see if we can get 44 securityfor '. se¬

curity" is something that we certainly need.not
against Mexico; for so far as she is concerned we

have never been in the slightest danger. Mo one

is now so shallow as to believe that, since the bat¬
tle of San Jacinto, Mexico has ever had the least
intention of attacking us. True, she attacked our

troops when they invaded her soil; but she did it
for the same reason that the sparrow will endeavor
to defend its nest from the assaults of the eagle.
The "security" that we need is security against

the maladministration of the Executive. Do we

not need an amendment of the constitution which
shall place the movements of our armies beyond
the control of Executive power ? Let us suppose
that hereafter some M hair-brained young man" shall
succeed iu reaching the Presidential chair; and let
us suppose further, that the " hyperbolical fiend "

of foreign conquest shall so get possession of 44 his
weak pia mater" that, like a second Malvolio, he
can *4 talk of nothing" but glory. If such a man

be sufficiently lool-hardv to throw himself over a

precipice into the midst of a foreign war, ja he to
be permitted to drag the nation after him ? Even now

we are dared to refuse to follow the Executive lead.
We boast of our constitution as the perfection of

human wisdom ; let us see if it he not found here¬
after to possess some unhappy defects.

But, according to others, we are now fighting to
sustain " the honor and glory of the nation." It. is
not difficult to see how a man may acquire glory
by defending his country; but how he is to gain it
by assaulting a. weak and powerless people, is Hot so
clear. If 1, who am six feet high, attack my pigmy
neighbor without provocation, and beat and abuse
him beyond measure, instead of glory, I acquire
everlasting disgrace. 1 exhibit myself to the world
as a dastardly ruffian. But if I continue my assault
untd my victim, in utter despair, offers to give up
his farm or his purse to purchase a respite from my
ill usage, shall I not'cover myself with eternal in¬
famy if I take them, by thus giv\ng proof that I
was governed l>v the meanest and vilest motives in
making the attack ? But if we could gain any amount
of glory by the present war, would it look magnani-
mous in us to acquire it at the expense of the blood,
the tears, and sorrows of Mexico ? Would not the
heardessness and cruelty of such a course disgrace
the name of a Christian nation ?

Conquests are iu general alike injurious both to
the victors and the vanquished. The most of those
conquerors that we read of in history were the
meanest, vilest, most unconscionable scoundrels that
ever disgraced the world. Their principal charac¬
teristic was a fergpious recklessness of human life*
and happiness.
The Cabinet appears to be actuated by a spirit

so dark and vindictive towards Mexico that it is
perfectly appalling. Their only fixed line of poli«
cy is to 44 kill, kill, kill." The feeling of patriot¬ism, heretofore considered as the first of human
virtues, is punished in Mexicans as the most atro¬
cious of crimes. Any attempt to defend their native
country is stigmatized as an insurrection and pun¬ished by shooting its abettors. Every man taken
with arms in his hands is called a guerrilla, and
every petty subaltern appears to feel at perfect lib¬
erty to inflict military execution upon all guerrillas
.without the slightest hesitation, Not onlv so, but
they are insulted, scoffed at, jeered, and assailed
with opprobrious epithets, even when being led out
to be shot. And if an American is found slain by a

private assassin, his comrades immediately murder
a score of the first Mexicans they meet, whether
innocent or guilty, by way of revenge. Truly,

" Man's inhumanity to man,
" Make* countless thousands mourn."

If we will take the trouble to read the history of
the American Revolution, we shall find that the no¬
ble and patriotic men who distinguished themselves
under Greene, Sinter, Marion, and others were
reduced to a state but little superior to Mexican
guerrillas. They were at times almost totally dis¬
organized, and without food, clothing, or arms.
Yet who does not admire the noble perseverancewith which they adhered to the fortunes ol their
unhappy country ? Shall we insult the memory of
such ancestors by punishing men for displaying the
same virtues which tlifey exhibited ? It is of no
avail to tell us that guerrillas are desperate and law¬
less men. What has made them desperate andlawless, but our own unprovoked invasion of their
country ?
The friends of the Executive tell us we must send

an immense army to Mexico for the purpose of
producing "a moral effect." And, astonishing as
it may seem, some Whig gentlemen unite with them
in the opinion. What do they mean by " a moral
effect!" Is jt not the cffcctof fear! The purposethen is avowed that Mexico is to be frightened and
dragooned into compliance with our terms. But
men who are governed by the fear of military pow¬
er are slavrg. Are we, then, to enn/arr Mexico ?

Hut if wc assist the Executive in enslaving for¬
eign countries, how long will it be before he will
be desirous of attempting the same process uponourselves f Even now his par'isans deprecate allfreedom of debate, leal Mexico shall hear of it. No
man is to l>e permitted to breathe a whisper in favor
of truth and justice, lest Mexico shall be encouragedto resist.
Wc have always supposed that perfect freedom

. of speech and debate was the birthright of everyAmerican. Must we now give them up to accom¬
modate President Polk! Was there any contract,
express or implied, at his inauguration that, duringhis Administration the nation should wear a gj|g!But what sort of democracy is this, which t ikes
upon ituelf all the attributes of the most odious ty¬ranny ?. A Democracy that seelis to enslave na¬
tions abroad and suppress all freedom of speech at

. home ; a Democracy that demands immense stand¬
ing armies, burdens posterity with a prodigious na¬
tional debt, asks for taxes on all the necessaries oflife, and contemptuously refuses the smallest pit¬tance to improve our condition at home ' Is such
a Democracy worth supporting!MtKVLAsn, Jam. 29, Ifll*. \\ oi.D PARMKR.
A remarkable case of 8oranamtroli«m orrurred at Easton,Pa. on Monday week. A Isd of 16,. who had been medicallytreated lor a cold, roue from hi* be<I, w.-nt through several

apartments to the street, run the round >.f srvrrsl streets in apelting lain with only a shirt on, into a hotel where he saw alight, and being recognised was roow d. H«- livl lieen fright¬ened by a dream thst two |>ersons sleeping in the same noon
were murd<red. Ktrange to say his health wa< improved l>ythe excursion..Newark Daily Adv.

Cs«aivAan* Tivr.sros, R. I..In this town n Wednes¬
day evening a crowd undertook to serenade a m v»lv married
daughter of a Mr. Isaac Barker, hy a general racket tip m tin
kettles, blowers, and stove funnels. Mr Barker dispersed the
rioters by firing ,at them with a gun loaded with »h t, nnJwounding five or aix of them. One of the party thus hit,named 8amuel Negus, has entered a complaint uganmt the
party be was trying to insult for the aasault.

DEFENCES IN ENGLAND AGAINST FOREIGN
INVASION.

A good deal of discussion lias arisen in England
on the sufficiency of the preparations of defence of
die country against an invasion from the coast of
France, in case it should be attempted by a concen¬
tration of the power 0/ the latter country, aided by
steam vessels.these latter being regarded as a new
element in the principles of attack and defence. A
greater interest has been given to Ihe tbscussion by
the appearance of a letter from the DtWe of Wel¬
lington, in which he expresses a decided opinion
that the present condition of the country, in regard
to defence, is unsatisfactory. The letter is as fol¬
lows :

Stuatii FIELDSAH, Jax. 9, 1848.
Tu Major General Sir John J¦ liurgoynir, K,C. B.

Mr hear Gkxkmal s Some days have elapsed.indeed a

fortnight lias.since 1 received your note, with a copy of your
obse. rations on the possible results of n war with France,
under our present system of military preparation.
You are aware that I have for years been sensible of the

alteration produced in maiilime warfare a d operations by the
application of steam to the propelling of ships at tea.

This discovery immediately exposed all parts of the coasts
of these islands, which a vessel could approach at all, to be
approached, at all times of the tide, and in all seasons, by ves¬
sels so propelled, from all quarters. We are, in fact, assail
able, and at least liable to insul', and to have contributions
levied upon us on all parts of our coast; that is, the coast uf
these, including the Channel Inlands, which, to this time from
the period of the Norman conquest, have never been sue-
cessfu'ly invaded.

I have in vain endeavored to awaken (he attention of differ¬
ent Administrations to this slate of things, as well known to
our neighbors (rivals in power, at least former aJveisaries
anil enemies) as it is to ourselves.

I hope that your paper may be attended with more success
than my representations have been.

I have above, in few words, represented our danger. We
have no defence, or hope of defence, excepting in our fleet.
We hear a great deal of the spirit of the people of England,

for which no man entertains a higher respect than I do. But,
unorganized, undisciplined, without systematic subordination
established and well understood, this spirit, opposed to the fire
of musketry and cannon, and to sabres and bayonets of disci¬
plined troops, would only expose those animated by such spirit
to confusion and destruction. Let any man only make the at¬

tempt to turn to some use this spirit in a case of partial local dis¬
turbance ; the want of previous systematic organization and
subordination will prevent him even from communicating with
more than his own menial servaots and dependants ; and,
while mobs are in movement through the country, (he most
powerful will .find that he can scarcely move from his own
door.

It i» perfectly true that, as we s'.and at present, with out
naval arsenals and dockyards not half garrisoned, 5,000 men
of all arms could not put undtr arms, if required, lor anyservice whatever, without leaving standing without relief all
employed on any duty, not excepting even the guards uver ihe
palace and the person of tha sovereign.

I calculate that a declaration uf war should probably find
our own garrisons of the strength as follows, parUculurly con¬

sidering that one of the most common accusations against this
country is, that the practice has been to commence reprisals at
sea simultaneously with a declaration of war, the order for the
first of which must have been issued before the last can have
been published.
We ought to be with garrisons as follows, at the moment

war is declared :

Channel Islands, (besides the militia of each well-organized,trained, i.nil disciplined,) 10,000 men.

Plymouth 10,000 do
MiMord Haven 5,00(1 do

Cork 10,000 do
Portsmouth 10,000 do

Dover 10,000 do
Stieerness, Chatham, and the Thames. 10,000 do

I suppose that one-half of the whole regular force of the
country would be stationed in Irlland, which half would give
the garrison for Cork The remainder must be, supplied Irom
the half of the whole force at home stationed in Great Uritain.
The whole force employed at home in Great Britiin and

Ireland would not all'ird a sufficient numtier of men for the
mere defence and occupation, on the breaking out of war, of
the works constructed for the defence of the dock-yards and
naval arsenals, without 1< aving a'single man disposable.
The measure upon which I have ea<nestly entreated t'ilf.-r-

ent adminUtrations to decide, which is constitutional, and has
been invariably adopted in time of peace lor the last eighty
years, i« to raise, embody, organize, and discipline the militia,
of the sami numbers for each of the three kingdoms united as

during the late war. This Would give a mass of organized
force amounting to about 150,000 men, which we might im¬
mediately set t<> work Uf discipline. This alone would citable
us to establish the strength of our army. This, with an aug¬
mentation of the force of the regular army, which would not
cost £400,000, would put the country on i's legs in respect to
|«raonal fon-, and I would engage for i s defence, old as I am.

But, as we ftand now, and if it be true that the exertions of
the Ate', alon- are not sufficienl to provide tur our defence, we
are not safe lor a week after the declaration of war.

1 *<» to the ennmdera'ion of these questions, and
have examined and reconnoitred over and over again the
whole coast from the North Foreland, by Dover, Folkestone,B.arby Head, Brighton, Arundel, to 8rU»y btll, near Porta
muith i and I say that, excepting immediately under the fire
of Dover Castle, there is not a spot on the coast of which in¬
fantry might not be thrown on shore at any Ume of tide, with
any wind and in any w.-ather, and from which such body ol
infantry, so thrown on shore, would not find within the dis¬
tance of five mi'ea a road into the interior of the countrv
through the cliflk practicable I >rlhe march of a body of troops.That in that space of c<>a« (that is, between the NorthForeland and Belaey-bill) there are not less than seven email
harlwrs or moutha of rivers, each without defence, of which an
enemy, having landed hi* infantry on the coast, might take
po-scssion, and therein land hi* cavalry and artillery of all calt-
ber, and establish himself nnd his communication with France.The nearest part of the coast to the metropolis ii undoubt¬
edly the coaat ol Sussex, from the east and west side of Beachy-head and lo 8elsey-bill. There are not leva than twelve great
r »ads leading from Brighton upon London, and the French
army must lie much altered indeed since the tune at which 1
win l*tt-r acquainted with it, if there arc not now belongingto it forty rhrft d'etat Major Generals cap«h!c of fitting downand ordering the march lo the coast of 40,000 men ; their cm-
h.trkation, with their horaes and artillery, at the several
French [>orta on the coast; their disembarkation at named
points on the English coasts.that of the artillery and cavalryin named porta or mouths of rivers, and the a sembly at named
points of the several column*; and the march of each of these
from stage to stage to London.

Let any man examine our maps and roadbooks, consider ofthe matter, and judge f>r himself.
I know of no mode of resistance, much less of protection,fn»m this danger, exceptinj by an army in the field capable of

me.-iing and contending with its formidable enemy, aided byall the rneana offortificati >u which experience in war and sci¬
ence eari suggest.

I -hull b« deemed foolhardy in engaging f >r the defence ofthe empire with an army composed of such a force of militia.I may be so. I confes* it, I should infinitely prefer, andshould feel more con&lencc in an army of tegular troops. But1 know that I shall not have th«we. I may have others, aridif an addition is made to the existing reguisr amy allotted forhome defence of a force which will co-t 4041,000/. a year, therew.iuld !>r» a sufficient disciplined fwee in the field to enable himwho «h'«j|d command to defend the country.Thi« :s my view of our danger and our resources. I was
aware tha' our magazines anil arsenals were very inadequatelysuppled with ordnance and carriages, arms, stores of all de-
nominations, anj ammunition.
The deficiency has been occasioned in part by the sale of

arms, and of var.ous descriptions of ordnance storps, since the
termination of the late war, in order to diminish the demand<»f s.ippty to carry on the peace service of the ordnance ; in pariby the conflagration of the arsenal which occurred in theTower some \ ear* ago, and by the difficulty under which allGovernment* in thin country labor in prevailing upon Parlia¬
ment, in lime of peae?, to take into consideration measuri * ne¬
cessary for the safety of the country in time of war.The state of the ordnance, arms, ammunition, 6tc. in ma¬gazines, i* in pa t the question of expense, and perhaps in
some degree, one of time.

I would rec >mmend to have an alphabetical list of theisoresexamined by a e nominee, and made out in form, as npor, theenclosed half »!.#-,«t of pa|>cr, by ascertaining what there w i«in 1801, and wl.yt th-re is in store now, of eaih article, aridthe difference h i ween the two accounts.I have taken the year 1804 as the standard, as that wi* the
year in which the invasion was threatened. It was previousto the employment of the armies in the Peninsula « r N .rliAmerica ; in short, as nearly as |>oeaible similar to the politi¬cal circoraatahcr«in which we stand at thia moment, e*«epting that we are now at peace with France ; we were then at
WW.
A f >urth cilumn would lie the estimate of the expense ofbringing the imga/.irie* to tlie state in which they were in 1*01,With this information before him the Master (Jeneral ceuldgive 'he Government accurate information of ordnance arns,ammunition, and stores in the magaxinea of the country.You will see fr(,rn what I have written that I have contem¬plated the danger to which you have referred. I have d >ne

s) frr years. I have drawn lo it the attention of different Ad¬ministrations at i iffererit times.You will ol-serve likewise that I have considered of he
measure* of pr >«pectivc security and of the mode and cost ofthe attainment. « . ...

I have done rri'.re. I have looked at and conaidered threlocalities in great detail, and have made up my mind uponthe details of their defence.

These are questions to which my mint] has not been un¬
accustomed. I have considered and provided for the defence,
the successful defence, of the frontiers of many countries.
You are the contide i ilia I head of the principal defensive

part of the country. I will, if you and the Master General of
the Ordnance choose, converse or otherwise communicate
confidently (confidentially }) with you upon all the details of
this subject ; will infori^ you of all that I know, have been,
and think upon it, and what my notions are on the details of
the defensive system to be adopted, and eventually carried into
execution.

1 quite concur in all your views of the danger of our posi¬
tion, and of the rnagtiitude of the s'ake at issue. I am espe¬
cially sensible of the certainty of failure, if we do not at un

eu'ly moment attend to the measures necessary to be taken for
our defence, and of ihe disgrace, the ipdelible disgrace of such
failure ; putting nut of view all the other unfortunate ccuso

quences, such as the loss ot the [Kiliticul and social position of this
country among the nations of Europe, of all its allies, in con-
cert with and in aid of whom it has in our own times contend¬
ed successfully in arms for its own honor and safety, and the
independence and freedom of the world.

' When did any man hear of allies ot a country unuble to de¬
fend itself}

Views of economy of some, and I admit that the high views
of national finance of others, induce them to postpone those
measures absolutely necessary for mere defence and safe'y un¬
der existing circumstances, forgetting altogether the common
practice of successful armies in modern times imping upon
the conquered enormous pecuniary contribution'', as well as
other vuluable and ornamental property.
Look at ihe course pursued by France in Italy and Russia {

at Vienna repeatedly ; at Berlin, at Moscow.the contribu¬
tions levied, besides the subsistence, maintenance, clothing,
and equipment of the army which made the conquest. Look
at the conduct of the allied army which invaded France, and
htt l possession of Paris in 1815. Look at the account of the
pecuniary sacrifices made upon that occasion, under their dif¬
ferent heads of contributions, payments for aubsis'cnce, and
maintenance of the invading armies, including clothing and
other equipment?, payments of old repudiated State di btf>, pay¬
ments of debts due to individuals in war in the different coun¬
tries of Europe, repayment for 'contributions levied, and
moveable and immovable property sold in the course of the
revolutionary war.
But such an account cannot be made out against this coun¬

try. No; but I believe that the means of aoine demands
would not be wanting. Are there no claims for a tleet at
Toulon in 1793 ? None for debts left unpaid by British sub¬
jects in France, who escaped fiom confinement under covetof
the invasion in 1814 by the allied armies > ('an any man

pretend to limit the amount of the demands on account of the
contributions du querre ?
Then look at the conditions of the treaties of Paris, 1814,

1815,
France, having been in possession of nearly every capital

in Europe, and having levied contributions in each, and hav¬
ing in its possession or under its influence tie whole of Italy,
Germany, and Poland, is rcduced to its erritorial limits as

they stood in 1792.
l)o we cuppoae that we should be allowed to keep.could

we advance a pretension to keep.more th*tf the islands com
poeing the United Kingdom, ceding disgracefully the channel
island", on which an invader had never established himself
since the period of the Norman conquest

I am Iwrdering- on seventy-seven yean of age passed in
honor. I hope that the Almighty may jrotect me fron^Ic¬
ing the witness of the tragedy which I .annot persuade my
contemporaries to take measures to avert.

Believe me ever yours, siucerqjy,
WELLINGTON.

Steammoatixo the Scioto River..Keelboets used to
ascend the Scioto river as far as Chillicothe, perhaps further,
before the Ohio canal was built, and flat boats were common;
but eince then the Scioto has been pretty much abandoned as

"adesert waste of waters." But a new era has arrived. On
Monday of last week the steamer American started up the
Scioto for the head of navigation- The fallowing note to the
Ohio Slate Journal announces the success of the experiment:

PlKETOX, (Ohio,) Feuhujrt 1, 1848.
I write to acquaint you with the gratifying intelligence that

the steamboat American, Grey master, is a lew njiles below
this place, on her first trip up Uie Scioto, an that she will,
without doubt, arrive in the neighborhood of Chillicolhe either
this evening or to-morrow morning. A thorough examina¬
tion of the river was made a few days afore by competent
captains, and it fully confirmed the opinion Heretofore enter-'
tamed that the Scioto is navigable for light t'nught steamers
during the greater part of the year. The American is not a
email boat, but it has not as yet met with aiy obstructions,
and none are anticipated. I hope to be abl- to inform you
soon that a regular line of packets is running rod# Chillicolhe
to Portsmouth.
The New York Journal of Commerce lia- a letter dated

Constantinople, December 15, which says that the annual
festival of the Turks, called Courban Beirttm, or " Feast of
Sacrifices," was made memorable this year by the issue of an

Imperial Order constituting the Protestant subject* of the Em-
pur into a separate and independent community, like that of
the Armenian-', Greeks, and Latins. *

FROM Till. BOSTON' JOCnWAl OF mlllAT.
So it rtecmsthat the veieran Comiuander-in Chief i-actually

to be trif«l on charges preferred by General Worth.that the
Paymaster General of the Army is to be tho Presided of this
Court of Inquiry, and Caleb Cashing, who never set j squad¬
ron in the field, and who, so far as he is enligh'ned by
military experience, hardly knows the difference between a

drum major and a major domo, is one of the member of the
Court to investigate the conduct of the successful Coriander
of the Army, and decide whether he is guilty of sins >f omis
si»n or commissi m which should subject him to the mleal of
that " solemn mockery," a Court Martial !

E\ro«TATiox or Srtcia..The shipments of speje from
the |K>rt of New York last week amounted to $354,i ir,( ma¬
king the total amount shipped from that port since th- first of
January $1,724»427.
The Arm* Coxth*ct» for 1848, for furnishing -uppliea

to the I'nited State* troop*, have been diatributed a# ..low* :

Banket* : 15,000, to Grant &. Barton, New York Ker-
*ey* R0,000 yard* »ky blife, to Caleb Jonea, agn.t of the
Virginia Woollen Company; 4,000 yard* dark blue r». to F.W. I'nent, Little Fall* Wool Grower*' Manufacture; Co n-
pany. Fine blue cloth : 4,000 yarda, dragoon aervic*, to W.
Churchill, I'tica Steam Woollen Company. Cotton and wool
flannel* : 10,000 yard*, to John Scott, Fairmount, Philadel¬
phia. Twilled flannel* : 30,000 yard*, lo T. P«k, New
York. Half hoee : 3,000 dozen, to Tbo«. R. Fi«!rr, CJer-
mantown, I'cnnaylvania. The item of M keraey*," allotted
to the Virginia Woollen Company at Richmond, im»lvc* a
coal of upward* of $125,000.
MiHTHoLf AccinitjiT .The feiry-boat, while comingthe I lii,oi» uver at Ottawa on the 5th ultimo, waa*wani["i|, andof the *ii paiwenger* in it thiee were drowned. The i imenofthorn who were drowned are, Mr. Wnrati>aw>, Johx Law,

an I a young man namedMcGra w. Mr. Keeler, Mr Dole*,and Mr. (S. Burr were aired ; Bole* and Burr by «wmimingto the i-hore, aqil Mr. Kecbr by holding on to the *k iff, withwhich he floated full half a mile t»efore being reacuid. Mr.
Wheatland leave* a young wife to moum hi* lo**, having betamarried about f<?ur week*.

The venerable widow of the late MaTTirrw 1J. Whit-
Tr.r.TT, E«]., lately came to a *udd«n and abockinj ilnath inBanbury, (Conn.) I<j horning. She had retired to her room
and had (Hit on her night clothe*, and it ia auppoanl that *hehad been reading a newspaper, and that, while thu* engaged,it came in contact with the flame of the lamp, ah* threw the
paper down and attempted to *mother the blaze with her foot,when in the r flort her clotbe* took fire and *ha *»< m-tantlv
enveloped in flame*.

TiAnriL Ocrca*r.5e*..At Brooklyn, New Vork, on
Tueaday evening laat, a promising girl named Br Iget I'enae,
alKMit »i*teen yeara of age, lame to a audiVn and violent
death by the hand of her little brother. A* 4i. ? ** *eated
upon a chair in the apartment, the lad took up « gun which
had been charged by the father, arid which war *t Hiding in
the comer. Not thinking that it wa* loaded, he put a per-eu*«ion cap ti|wm it, and diaiharged it athi**fcrt< r 'Hie heavy
charge wbn h it contained enttred her neck, and in fifteen
minute* afce breathed her la»t.

C*i'RL M« «der..The Fort Smith Herald in! rm« ua that
quite recently a hunting party of ('reek Indian* Here encamped *ome aialy or seventy mile* below that plaio, when the
men of the party l»rutally murdered one of theif wjmen, her
bxly being pierced by four rifle lull*. The rau»c of thi* atro-
eiou* murder waa in conaequence of the woman marrying a
man who wa* a relative, which the Creek law prohibit*. The
murtlerera were not arreated.

Haatf .In the ca«e of" Eli-ha 11 Hale .*. the
the city of B -*ton, liefore the Court of Common Plena, the
jury rendered a verdict in favor of the plaintiff, a«e**ing da¬
mage* at >1,416 <>f>. Mr. Hale brought thi* »nt to recover
dainagea for injnriei *u*tatned in consequence of failing into .
hole (which ahould have been covered by a grating) in Pejrl
street. Hi* injurie* are permanent, and of *uch a nature a* to
incapacitate him fir active buainea*.

IxnaTiir E*T**rm*«..The St. l,oui* R poblican no
ti<y* the circulation of a memorial asking Congroa for a d>
nation of land to aid in the conatruction of a railroad from
I/eiingtoa, Mianouri, to the mouth of (he Ohio.

FROM OUR EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENT.

London, January 5, 1848.
What has ihe year 1847 done lor the world ? is

a question which may be properly asked at the com¬
mencement of 1848. Has it left the moral, reli¬
gious, political, and social condition of mankind
better than it found them Have sovereigns become
more liberal and subjects more enlightened ? Have
poverty and crime aud want and misery decreased !
Has education been more extended, and legislation
become more humanized and regenerating t In fact,
is the great principle of the age, Pkouhkss, stamped
upon the events of the past year, as the seal of its
character and the testimonial of itu value in the his¬
tory of the world ? To this long string of questions
we think that one answer may be given, and we
are grateful that it is an affirmative one. And, first,
what has occurred in England during the past year ?
An abundant harvest has blessed the land, aud com¬
parative plenty has succeeded to such a season of
destitution and want as' had been long previouslyunknown to us. Poverty and crime and sufferinghave of course proportionally diminished ; but there
is yet, not only in Ireland, but in comparatively hap-
py England, more than abundant employment for
charitable exertion. Nay, there is yet more of pau¬
perism and degradation than any thing short of broad
and general national action can remove. Uut let
us be thankful that the Christmas of 1847 must have
been warmly welcomed at thousands of hearths
where that of 1846 met with a cold reception.
The year which has just closed witnessed a great

diminution in political party spirit: so great, indeed,
that some of our leading public journals deprecate
the present unanimity in the legislature of the coun¬

try as being likely to lead to carelessness, indolence,
and a numerous train of cvila. They say Jhnt no administra¬
tion will long be careful of the people's interests, or desire to

losses their good opinion, unless it is kept up<yi the alert by a

watchful, powerful, and organized opposition. We cannot
stop to discuss the question ; we have stated the fact. The
financial policy of 8ir Robert Peel has been tried, and so

have the principles and the working* of comparative free trade.
The friends of both say they have worked well« their oppo¬
nents are equally asseverative of tho contrary. Probably
neither have yet had a sufficient trial.

Lord Jon v Ri'ssell has during the past year brought for¬
ward an educational measure, which, while it fell short of na-

tional necessity and public expectation, was unquestionably a

great step gained. It was an important foundation on which
to laitse, on a future day, a goodly superstructure. The poor-
law commission and the administration of the poor-laws have
been much modified and improved. The principles of this
law, as it w.is originally fiamed, were good, but ita workings
were terribly deficient. More comfort, and at les* coat, will
iw enjoyed by the unfortunate objects of its operation under
its present nullification. The hours of factory labor have been
shortened by the passage of the ten-hours' bill. The result is
doubted, but the object was humane and benevolent. The
evils of the transport and convict system have been recognised
by the Government, and, with the exception for particular of¬
fence*, they will speedily be erased from the list of punish¬
ments.

Ireland was assisted and relieved with a promptitude and to
an extent favorable to the national character and hono able to

humanity. The retrospect of the year, in connexion with
Ireland, is too vividly before our eyes to need dwelling upon.
We hasten therefore to a subject, painful indeed in its consi¬
deration, and fearful in its results, but which is at least free
from the accumulation of ignorance, suffering, and crime
which have of late formed the staple of Irish intelligence. It
is a subject nearer home.the late commercial crisis. Exten¬
sive and awful us the effccla of that crisis have proved, they
cannot be said to buve been altogether unexpected by those
who, astounded at the fever and excitement into which the
spirit of commercial gambling was hurrying the community,
trembled at the unavoidable consequences of such a course.

The immediate cfTect ha* passed, and it may be that good will
be the reault. It has ruined many, but it has cautioned thou¬
sands, and may prove a blessing in the tnJ, rough and unpa¬
latable as its visitation has been upon those that it afflicted.
The .Ministerial interference with the Dank of England was

probably serviceable in arresting the monetary alarm ; it cer¬

tainly will do good by calling the attention of Parliament to
the existing charter of the bank ; and Sir Rot>ert Peel's bill
will either be declared worthy of all confidence, or, after a

full examination, be so reconstructed as to better answer its
intentions. A new Parliament I.a* been elected during the
lately closed year, and probably the friends of lil*eral opinions
and of progressive legislation throughout England, Europe,
and the world have more cause to rejoice in the result of the
elections than in any thing else which the chronic'e of the
year will bear upon its record. The classification of the mem¬
bers of the old and the new Parliament exhibits the following
numbers :

Liberal*. l'trlilrt. Protectionists, lo'.at.
Old Parliament. .283 112 >63658
New Parliament. .338 116 204656

Now, although we do not suppose that every member of
the new House of Commons who is classed as a Liberal is to
be depended upon as a thorough-going advocate of all mea¬

sures which partake of that quality, or that every one who is
called a Protectionist has not any leaning towards civil and
religious liberty, toleration, improvement, and progress, yet
no better classification can 1« given, and in general those who
are coun'.ed among the Liberals miy be calculated upon as

being favorable to toleration and liberty t whilst the distin¬
guishing mark of those wh > are called protectionists will I*
found U be a tenacious holding on to things as they are and
a moat holy dread of innovation. The friend* of Sir Robert
Peel will mostly be found to belong to the Liberal party, and
to be supporters of the commercial and general policy of the
present Whig Administration. The history ol the short ses¬

sion of the new Parliament Mongs to the old year. That
history was noticed in a former communication ; it was a

bright and satisfactory commencement.
Lord Morpeth's proposed sanitary inea-ure, though Inst

mentioned, is far from Geiug regarded as least in importance.
" Cleanliness" is said, in a homely adage, tj be " next to

godliness." It certainly is necessary to health of body, and
without health there can be neither mental ea«e, comfo t, nor

exertion. Ho much for what the past year has done, and has
promised shall be done for England.
Hm the European Continent reason to rejoice in the events

of the paat year * We think tha', generally speaking, it has.
Denmark and Sweden have bren quietly advancing, liberal¬
izing, and improving ; nay, a Copenhagen pepcr startles us

with the intelligence that even remote Greenland has felt the
influence of improvement; for we find therein an advertise¬
ment of a Greenland family for a murie matter > Who
knows but that a few years "hence we may have a Greenland
linnet occupying the place at the Italian opera house which
was Istely so tr.umphanlly filled by the Swedish nightingale.
The anticipation may seem light and frivol >ua, but the fact of
the onion of Greenland and a music master U a striking one,
and what no other year but 1847 ever produced. . . .

And what has 1817 done for your side of the water }.for
the birthplace of Wasririito* and Frarklir, of Maiiiso*
and Marshall, of Johw (jt;i*ev Arams and Hzvrt Clat j

for the country towards which the eyes of the whole civilized
world are turned with wonder and exprctation ; in whoee pro
gre*s every well-wisher to tic best interests of mankind is
conerrnetI, and on whoee prosperity the liberties of the hu¬
man race are most unterially dependant j whose hitherto
successful realization of the blessing* offree government gives
an additional nerve to the arm of every foe to tyranny and
oppression, and whose failure would cast a gloom over every
rriind that comprehends the value of well-regulated liberty, and
is qualified to enjoy it* blessing* ' I will not anticipate any
other than a favorable reply.

Jarl'art 8 .The revenue return* of this kingdom have
just been made up for the year which ended on the 5th in¬
stant. The following is the result, accompanied with the
statement of 1846 :

I 1*47.
Custom* £18,310,865 i.18,015,296

Excise 12,521,250 11,730,746
Stamps 6,931,414 6,959,546

Properiytax 5,395,391 5,450,801
Amessed taxej. 4,278,406 4,234,561
Post office 816,000 864,000
Crownlands 120,000 77,000
Miscellaneous 317,090 1*4,926

.* 48,684,416 47,016,876

Deficiency of 1847 in permanent source* of national revenue,
compared with 1846 £1,167,540

To this add the eztraa for 1846, viz:
China money 667,644
Exceaa of repayment of advances in 1846 above

thoee of 1847 506,365
Total deficiency of revenue from all sources in

1847... * £3,341,549
That this deficiency is not so large as was feared it would

be is proved by the effect which the statement had in the stock
market, where prices were not only maintained, but advanced.
Persons every way competent to make a " good guess

" anti¬
cipated a fulling off of at least another million on the revenue

receipts of the past year. Three per cent, consols are now

worth eighty-eix per cent, in the maiket, which is as high as

they can be expected to rise at the present rate of interest,
four per cent. This is the rate at the Bank of England and
the National Banks of France and Holland.

It will be well for the sound and safe pursuits of trude and
commerce that money should not become cheaper. The Bank
of England committed its great act of indiscretion by discount¬
ing largely at three and even two and a half per cent, thus
aiding the always ton general tendency to speculation ; com¬

pelled, as it necessarily was, when money became scarcer, to

press foi the repayment of (he advances so cheaply obtained,
and so, in too many cases, rashly anJ imprudently employed.
To this cause more than to any other may the origin of the
late money crisis be ascribed. Such, we venture to antici¬
pate, will bo the report of the committee of the House of Com¬
mons appointed on the currency question. If Sir Robert Peel's
bill had permitted the Bunk ol England to make an unlimited
issue of notes, would the crisis have terminated so easily,
would business so soon again have returned into its usual
channels, would confidence havo been already restored, and
the commercial atmosphere become purified and healthy } We
feel quite inclined to reply in the negative.

Late Parliamentary re'.uriw show that the export of British
and Irish produce and manufactures is upon the increase, and
the employment, since the commencement of the new year,
of a great additional number of operatives in the manufactur¬
ing districts proves that a market is anticipated for their pro¬
duce. At the port of Liverpool alone the increase of the ex¬

ports of home produce and manufacture during the first nine
months of 1847 over those of the same portion of 1846 is
£1,042,924. The following is a lift or some of the principal
items for the respective parts of each year :

1846. 1847.
Cotton manufactures £9,100,793 £9,383,563
Cotton yarn 1,751,685 1,333,064
Iron and steel manufactures 1,041,088 1,490,476

Lead 23,346 39,357
Tin and tin plates 416,868 280,158

Salt 148,314 188,998
Silk manufactures 218,088 295,756
Sugar, refined 48,299 66,161
Woollen manufactures 2,736,389 3,382,005
Woollen yarn 19,415 26,181

Certainly the exports of the fi/st nine months of 1847 do
not in any way indicate what they were during the last three
month", when the commercial pressure was working its dis¬
tressing operations ; but, as comparatively few failures occur¬

red among the manufactures, and as business is now brisk in
that branch of trade, it is a fair inference that there was no ma¬

terial depreciation in it during those three months.
The advocates of the free-trade system find another fact in

their favor in the official statement that during theyears 1841,
1842, and 1843 the declared value of British manufactures
exported averaged about seventeen millions sterling annually,
whilst in 1844, 1845, and 1846 they averaged dearly twenty
millions annually.

I mentioned in a late communication that the fiscal affairs
of the East India Company were fur from being in a flourish¬
ing condition. The following statement from official docu¬
ments justifies that assertion :

In 1843 the expenditures were _£18,612,9f6
and the revenue 17,173,788

Excess of expenditure 1,439,128

In 1844 the expenditures were 18,036,649
the revenue 17,293,135

Excess of expenditure 743,514
Iu 1845 the expenditures 19,307,795

therevenue 17,81"2,419
Excess of expenditure. 1,495,376
Bltickwtmd'i Magazine for this month contain* a long and

labored article on what in termed " Thirty Year* of Liberal
Legislation." It is a very able, but certainly a ane-sidi d dis¬
putation. It proves, Lord GtoitoE BmiKrK has more
than once done, that figures and statistical tables may be
brought to establish any thin;, particufarly when all figures
and statistics which tend to prove the other side of the ques¬
tion are carefully kept out of sight, and no more alluded to
than if they never existed, or the principles which they involve
and elucidate had no (tearing upon the subject. It would be
hazarding too much to assert that all the ground occupied by
the article in Blackwood is untenable, but it appears to us that
by far the larger portion of it would have to be abandoned if
fairly and skilfully attacked, with the facts and figures which
could legitimately be brought to act upon it. We do not ac¬
cuse the writer of misquoting facts or mistating figures« he is
too experienced a controversialist to do that ; but he only
quote* and states what suits his purpose. No doubt there have
lieen great errors in British legislation during the last thirty
years, but to saddle the whole upon the Liberal side of politics
i« rather too much.

It is painful to obierve that the powerful writer* in both
BLtcku>o<>d't Magazine and the Ltiiidon (Quarterly Review
are directing their energies ami soiling their pagea with vitu¬
peration of no mitigated description against lilxnal men and
liberal measure*. The article we have alluded to is proof
against the Magazine : and one, headed " I'ope I'iut IX. and
llaly," in* the Review, shows that it i* as strong an advocate
a* ever for thing* as they are.almse*, wrongs, and errors, all
together ; and put* its foot down as decidedly in resistance to
progress and improvements as it did in the Oaya of GifTord. It
will not advance with the age « it then i* the difly of the age
to advance wi'hout it, and leave ik wedded to its idol* j and it
i* doing so.

The Archbishop of CA*Txnni *r, on account of his great
age and infirmities, ha* deputed the con*ecration tff Dr. Hamf-
rm* to the Bwhoprick of Ht refird to a commission constating
.f three Bishops, whose names *re not yet announced. 1 he
ceremony i* to take place at Whiti hall, on the 30th instant.
Dr. Lea will be consecrated Bishop of Manchester before the
mnefnbling of Parliament; and thus two'additional liberal
and tolerant memlier* will be aJded to the Bench of Bishops,
and vote on the bill for the emancipation of their Jewish fel¬
low subject*. The Mil, which ha* teen read the first time in
the Huuse of Commons, merely provides that a Jew, when
rlccted a memlier of that house, shall nwear due allegiance to
the Crown, and to uphold the Protestant succession ; disclaim-
iug all iniention of endeavoring to snbvert the Church aa by
law establidied, " making this declaration in the plain and or¬

dinary acceptation of the words, without any evasion, equivo¬
cation, or mental reaervation whatever".the oath to be ad¬
ministered in the aame way an Jew* are now directed to lie
sworn before giving evidence in a court of justice.

Thi* bill doe# not, however, remove all the disabilities and
disquilificationa nnJer which Jews at present exist. For in¬
stance, a Jew, after the pmsage of this bill, cannot hold the
office of Regent of the United Kingdom \ of that of Lord
f"hancellor, or Lord Keeper, or Commissioner of the Great
Seal, or I»ord Lieutenant of Ireland, or Commissioner to the
Church of Scotland, nor hold or execute any office in the
Churches of England, Ireland, or Scotland, or in any of the
ecclesiastical courts, or nlmut any cathedral or college, or re¬

side and take any degree therein. Where a Jew holds, by
purchase or othtrwise, any right of presentation to an ecclesi¬
astical benefice, such preserita'ion into be exercised by the Arch-
hi<hop of Canterbury. Thus it appears tha\ the rights of the
Church will remain sufficiently guarded, even although half a

dozen Jews should obtain seats in the House of Commons.
The Duk-'of WnLUNnto*'* letter to8ir Jon* Buaoorwr,

upon the subject of the Coant Defenees, has at last been
published in the newspapers. It waa to be expected that it
would c»l! forth a host of comfm-nta. The question naturally
dividea itaelf into two part* . The first being, 1>ow far thestate
of the world and of politics expose thi* country to greater
chances of attack than have ever before awaited it' The se¬

cond, if such risk lie admitted, what measure* of defence will
be the moat efficient and economical' We do not assume the
ability to answer either of these quiationa, and there ia cer-

tainly much diversity of opinion respecting them among th»
l*s#t informed. One thing, however, is certain : the Govern¬
ment in stirring itself. A commission has been appointed by
th« Maater General of the Ordnance, which haa been aiUing
aome time at Woolwich, to consider the aubject of extending
ihe coast defences and of strengthening the existing lines of
fortification. The Commissioners have visited the whole of
the eastern, western, and southern cossU of England, aijjJ
have inspected every place where they judged it probable that
a hostile fleet would, in the event of a war, attempt a landing.
An extensive correspondence has also been o|>ened at the out-
ports, with a view of ascertaining from pilots and other good
authority where it would be practicable for an enemy to make
a lauding, even in flat-bottomed boats and launches, in order
that the entire line of coast may be effectually guarded against
the possibility of a surprise. The rejtort of the Commission¬
ers will, wheu completed, be submitted to the Master Gen¬
eral. Additional guns and means of defence have al*o been
ordered to the principal forts, dcc. These can only be re¬
garded as prudential and precautionary measures; it is not
supposed that the Administration have any idea of war being
likely to occur with France, or any other Power; but there
are contingencies in all human affairs. Hsppen what may,
John Bull seems determined not to be caught napping j and,
if his coast defences have been suffered to get out of repair,
or the invention of steam navigation rendered additional land
defences necessary, hois right in setting about the work, and
ought to feel very much obliged to the " old iron Duke " for
calling his attention to the subject.
A wgrd or two on the statistics of London fires for the in¬

formation of your respectable fire companies, and the calcula¬
tions of your equally respectable insurance offices. An offi¬
cial return is made every year by the fire brigade of the city
of London of the fires which have occurred in the metropolis
and its suburbs. The statement for the year 1847 exhibits the
following results-:
Number of fires in 1847 989
Number of Houses destroyed or seriously damaged...!. .450
Loss of property Miso,ooo
- This is a considerable reduction from the loss in 1846,
when the number of fires was 1,022. The fires and losses
in the provinces appear, from the fire office returns, to have
been far greater in the year 1847 than they were for many pre¬
ceding years. The number of dwelling houses in the me¬

tropolis and suburbs is estimated as being about 250,000 j
those destroyed or materially injured by fire during last year
were therefore about I in every 550.
The Electric Telegraph Company has commenced its ope¬

rations in London, and transmits messages to all parts of Eng¬
land. The price charged for sending a message of one hun¬
dred words to Liverpool w jL5. This is considered so high
that great dissatisfaction is expressed. The time occupied in
forwarding such a message is about ten minutes. Do you not
do this business quicker and cheaper> The distance between
London and Liverpool is about 220 aules.

I have often asked myself, whim walking through the
streets of London, what were the most distinguishing charac¬
teristics of the objec's around me from those which would
meet my eye in Boston, Philadelphia, or New York ? The
first contrast is the general narrowness of the streets; the
next the effect of coal fires upon the color of the houses,
churches, &c. ; the next the mixture of antique buildings
with modern ones. It is true that some parts of London.
Regent street and Oxford street, for instance.would vie with
Broadway, in New York, or Chesnut street, in Philadelphia,
for breadth, and the houses, shops, &c. would be far from suf¬
fering by the comparison. But there are exceptions to an al¬
most general rule, which obtains not only in London, but in
almost all English towns, and in some df the smaller ones in
the interior as much as any where. We will say nothing
about the atmosphere of London ; it would not be fair, at this
murky season of the year, to compare it with the bright skies
and clear air of your cities. He who could rid London of its
black canopy of smoke, by contriving any cheap mode of caus¬
ing fires to consume their own smoke, would be really a great
benefactor to his species.

But the great, the distressing difference between London
and your cities, is the multitude of miserable and craving ob¬
jects of charity which almost every where surround you in the
former place. Such melancholy tones, such beseeching looks,
such countenances so deeply inscribed with hunger, cold, and
misery, prc*s upon every step, that all personal comfort is de¬
stroyed. Here it is not, as it is with you, that the ragged and
dittressed form the exception to the general rule ; but the com¬
fortable looking, the decent, and the well-dressed are the few ;
the wretched, the suffering, and half naked the many.

LAW MCHOOL OF HAHVARI) UNIVERSITY.
rpHE Second Term of the Law School ot Harvard Uni-
1 versity for the present academical year will open on Fri¬

day, February US, 1848. The active labors of instruction will
be shared equally by Simos GacxaLKAr, LL.D., Dane Pro¬
fessor of Law, and Joel Pahkkh, LL.D., Hoy all Professor
of Law.
A course of lectures on International and Civil Law will

also be commenced by Henht Whkatoj*, LL.D.
Tbe design of this institution is to afford a complete course

of legal education for gentlemen intending (o practice in anyof the Unitfd States, and a systematic course of studies in
commercial jurisprudence for merchant* and men of business.
No public instruction is given in the local or peculiar juris¬
prudence of any particular State ; but tbe library, consistingof nearlf 12,01)0 volumes, furnishes ample means for the studyof local law and practice ; and the students are privately as¬
sisted in these studies by the professors, as occasion may re¬
quire.
No particular course of previous study is requisite for ad¬

mission ; but every student is required to produce testimo¬
nials of his good moral character, and to give a bond of $200
to tlie steward, with a surety, resident in Massachusetts, con¬
ditioned for the payment of all oollege dues ; or, instead of a

bond, he may deposit* $150 with the steward at the commence¬
ment ot each term, to be retained by him till the end of the
term, and then accounted for. No student is matriculated un¬
til such testimonials are produced and security given. The
tuition fees a e $50 a term and $25 for half or any lesser frac¬
tion of a term, which entitles the student to the use of the col¬
lege and law libraries and text books, and a free admission to
all the public lectures in the University. Instruction may be
had in any foreign language taught in the University for the
additional fee ot $10 a year lor each language studied. The
necessary expenses of a student who resides all the year in
Cambridge will not exceed the following: Tuition $1U0 ; rent
and eare of room, with use of furniture, averaging about $78 ;
board from $91 to $182 ; furl from $15 to $.10; washing from
$15 to $.K>.total $299 to $420, exclusive of clothes and what
is termed pocket-money.

In regard to the amount of pocket-rti"ney, neither expe¬
diency nor the usages of society require that it should be large.

Students who have pursued their studies in this school for ,

three terms, and attorneys at law, who, afW having been ad¬
mitted to the bar in States where a previous e»urse of study
for at least one vrar is required, have pursued their studies in
this school for two terms, arc entitled, u|K>n the certificate
and recommendation of the Law Faculty, and alter passing a
satisfactory examination, to the degree of Bachelor of Laws.
Applications for admissions to the Law School may be made

to either of the professors at Cambridge.
Cambridge, Mass., Feb. 5, 1848. feb 9.Saw if

SPLENDID LOTTERIES FOK FEBRUARY
J. U. MAURY A CO. Managers.

32,000 Dollars.
80 prize* of 1,000 Dollars are 80,000 Dollars.

ALEXANDRIA LOTTERY,
CIsm No. 15, for 1848.

To be drawn at Alexandria, Saturday, February 19, 1848.
* BRILLIANT SCIIXMK.

1 prize of., $32,000 1 prixe of .....$4,000
1 do I i,000 1 do ,.2,358
1 do 10,000 80 do I.. 1,000
1 do 8,000 400 do 400

4cc. Ate.Ac.
Ticket*.Halves $5.Quarter* $2.50.

Certificate* of*paekage* of 86 whole ticket! $140
Do do 86 balf do 70
Dodo 86 quarter do 35

*50,000.$20,000.115,000.
ALEXANDRIA LOTTERY,

Class No. 17, for 1848.
To be drawn in Alexandria, Saturday, February 26, 1848.

14 drawn ballot* out of 75 number*.
artxjrnin lOTrxar.

I prize of ..V...$2,I45
10 do *,0<H>
10 do 1,500
80 do 1,000
40 do 500

he. he. tie.
Tickets $15.halves $7.50.quarters $3,75.eighths $1.87.

Certificate of a package of 25 whole tiekett $180 00
Do do of 25 haJf do . 90 00
1>0 do of 25 quarter do 45 00 *

Do do of 85 eighth do 88 50
Orders for ticket* and (hare* ami certificate* of package* in

ll»e above aplendid Lotteries will reerive the mo*t prompt st¬
ent ion, and an official account of eaeli drawing tent imme¬
diately after It i* over to all who order from u*. Addrett

J. h C. MAURY,
Agent* for J. W. Maury It Co., Managers,jan 86.dkciltd
. Washington, D. C.

1 prise of. $50,000
1 do tio.ouo
1 do 15,000
1 do 8,000
1 do 4,000
1 do ,1,000


